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Ideas For Educators on How To Help 
Collaboration for Success 
By Stephanie Bruce, Allie Delano, Regina Hagan, & Laura Schulz 

With a tough economy, 
finances can determine if 
someone will go to college or 
not.  The mere thought of 
figuring out a way to pay for 
college can frighten and deter 
students and parents.  As 
educators we want all of our 
students to succeed in their 
future endeavors. 

According to Helping students 
navigate the path to college: What 
high schools can do: A practical 
guide, one of the five 
recommendations in helping 
students is to “increase 

families’ financial awareness, 
and help students apply for 
financial aid (p. 38).”  There 
are two ways to carry out this 
recommendation.  The first is 
to organize workshops, 
preferably before the 12th 
grade, to teach students and 
their parents about the 
financial aid process, as well as 
scholarships, aid information, 
and the affordability of college.  
The second way to carry out 
the recommendation is to 
actually help students and 
parents fill out financial aid 

forms, and to do so before the 
deadlines.   

In addition, we also offer 
our own suggestions of best 
practices to use in increasing 
awareness in the financial aid 
process and the basics of 
college affordability. 

Ultimately, students and 
their parents need our help.  It 
is our hope that we can offer 
some practical ways to try and 
make this a bit easier for all. 

Additional ideas are always 
welcome in this collaborative 
effort. 

Paying for any post-
secondary education 
can put a pinch on 
your wallet 

FINANCING SCHOOL 
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In Elementary School 
and Middle School 
Saving for later, 
preparing for the future 
 
Classroom Guidance 
 *Exposure to ES students on 
grades-to-future work connection 
 *Awareness for MS students on 
grades, extracurricular activities and 
how these can have affect on getting 
in and paying for college 
 *Creating general excitement 
about college and career 

Resources & Information 
Availability 
 *Download files, timelines, and 
deadlines all available on school’s 
website 
 *Information sent out to parents 
providing information on planning 
and saving for college 
Parent Financial Literacy/ 
College Affordability Workshops 
 *Workshops teaching parents 
financial aid terminology, Q&A, and 
introduction to saving and planning 
for college 
 

In High School 
The race is on 
 
Parent & Student Workshops 

*Schedule frequent evening 
workshops to allow parents the 
opportunity to talk about financial 
aid with the experts (PTA or parent 
can run the workshops after the 
initial set-up) 

*Financial Literacy could help 
educate parents and students on the 
types of aid, how to apply, where to 
find them, what various acronyms 
mean, and other key concepts 

*College Affordability 
workshops 

*FAFSA Completion Night 
could begin during the Spring 
semester  

*Buddy Nights would allow 
parents/students to be paired with 
peers who have recently gone 
through the process and can 
provide support and assistance 

*Workshops should be held at 
schools, community centers, on 
evenings and weekends, providing 
translators and child care to ensure 
all parents and/or students have 
equal access and availability   
Classroom Guidance 

*College Affordability 
(Fall/Early Spring of 9th Grade)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

*Dissemination of information 
including costs of post-secondary 
education, deadlines, scholarship 
and other aid sources  
Individual Counseling 

*Work individually with 
students needing help with Student 
Aid Profile, award letters, college 
options, etc. 
Financial Aid Panels 

*Bring in financial experts 
from local universities, community 
colleges, non-profits, and CFNC to 
help education and answer  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
questions for parents and students 
(Fall) 
Resource & Information 
Availability 

*Make available a list of financial 
aid application deadlines 

*Connect Ed calls 
*Make documents available in 

the office and on the school’s 
website  

*Strategic Mailings 
Monthly Newsletters 
 *Another way to get out 
information 
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“Learning is a treasure 
that will follow its owner 
everywhere.” 

Chinese Proverb 

Graduation Will Be Here Before You Know 
It 
CFNC.org is one resource available for all 
students, giving useful information on how to 
plan,save, and apply for college 

 


